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Through our international network of missions, Release International serves 
persecuted Christians in 30 countries around the world by supporting pastors and 
Christian prisoners, and their families; supplying Christian literature and Bibles; and 
working for justice. 
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Zaur Balaev 
Country: Azerbaijan 

 
� That the planned appeal will be successful 
 
� That his wife and children will know God’s 

comfort, care and support. 
 
� That his church members will remain faithful 

and that God will strengthen and encourage him 
 

‘‘‘‘But while Peter was in prison, the But while Peter was in prison, the But while Peter was in prison, the But while Peter was in prison, the 
church prayed very earnestly for himchurch prayed very earnestly for himchurch prayed very earnestly for himchurch prayed very earnestly for him’ ’ ’ ’ 

Acts 12:5Acts 12:5Acts 12:5Acts 12:5    

PLEASE PRAY  

Zaur Balaev, 44, is married and has two children. In 
1992 Zaur was the first person in his village to 
become a Christian and the following year he began 
a house church and started leading his neighbours to 
Christ. The church now has around forty members, 
aged between 20 and 35.  
 
On August 8, Pastor Balaev was sentenced to two 
years in prison. The Pastor from Aliabad in northern 
Azerbaijan was convicted of using violence against a 
state representative, and was also accused of holding 
illegal meetings under the guise of religious activity 
without concrete authority and without state 
registration, attracting young people to worship 
services and playing loud music at services.  
 
On May 20 police officers interrupted the Sunday 
worship service at the pastor's home. According to 
church members, police demanded that worship be 
stopped, the congregation disperse and Balaev 
accompany them to the police station, which he did 
peacefully. Church members and others categorically 
deny the police accusations that the pastor attacked 
them. Pastor Balaev was initially accused by police 
officers of setting a dog onto them during the raid. 
When more than fifty people, including villagers who 
are not Christian, signed a statement testifying to the 
pastor's innocence, the dog completely disappeared 
from the accusation. The authorities then changed 
their accusation to allege that Balaev beat up five 
policemen and damaged a police car door, a charge 
which is also  strongly denied by the church 
 
A few years ago Pastor Balaev spent 15 days in prison 
for his Christian activities. Even before this he had 
been aware of being under surveillance by the 
authorities. Like many pastors and believers in 
restricted nations, Zaur Balaev is not afraid to witness 
for Christ or to speak out. He baptises and preaches 

openly.  Pastor Balaev has now been in detention 
since May 20, and there is increasing concern 
about his deteriorating health. On 4 June he was 
transferred from the police station in Zakatala to 
the city of Gyanja, 150 miles away. According to 
one source, he is being kept there in what is 
colloquially known as the ‘frog pool’, a remand 
cell where detainees normally spend only a few 
hours or days. The conditions there are terrible 
with  no proper toilet or ventilation. Local 
believers expect that Balaev will remain in the 
‘frog pool’ until his appeal is heard. While in jail, 
Balaev has allegedly been beaten by police. His 
family has had to go into debt to pay to take food 
to him, and the authorities have denied his family 
the opportunity to meet him since his arrest. 



Hebrews 13:3 ‘Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-

treated as if you yourselves were suffering’ 

 

Take action! 
 
Please write a polite letter requesting that Zaur Balaev is released 

 

Please do not mention Release International, or advance your political opinion or include anything 

which could be insulting to the authorities. 

 

A sample letter is given below. 

 

[Date] 

 

President Ilham Aliyev, 

Executive Office of the President, 

19, Istiglaliyyat Str, 

Presidential Palace, 

Baku, 

AZ1066 

Azerbaijan 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

 

Ambassador Faxraddin Qurbanov 

Azerbaijan Embassy in the United Kingdom   

4 Kensington Court, 

London, 

W8 5DL 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

I respectfully draw your attention to the case of Zaur Balaev, a Baptist pastor from Aliabad, who is currently detained 

in Gyanja under criminal charges as a result of pursuing his vocation. 

 

I respectfully ask on behalf of Christians in the UK and worldwide, for your government to release Pastor Zaur Balaev 

on appeal so that he might continue his peaceful duties as a respectful citizen of your country. In addition that he may 

have the right  to freely choose and practise his faith in accordance with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on Human 

Rights. 

 

I respectfully ask the Azeri authorities to demonstrate their commitment to the principle of freedom of religion and 

review the basis of the charges laid against him.  

 

I respectfully ask that your government review the application for registration from  the Baptist Church in Aliabad and 

that the aforementioned church be granted legal status  

 

Sincerely, 

 

[Your name and signature] 
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countries around the world by supporting pastors and Christian prisoners, and their families; supplying   
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