
RELEASE INTERNATIONAL 7x7 PRAYER ALERT 
 

Tuesday 8 November 2005 
 
Prayer support is crucial to those who suffer for their faith in Jesus. Please use these alerts to inform other 
Christians as well, and to facilitate prayer both in your church and other Christian meetings. This 
information can also be reproduced in church magazines and news bulletins, provided the source is 
acknowledged.   

In this issue… 
 
1. Churches in eastern Indonesia are on high alert after masked men beheaded three young Christian girls 
on their way to school. 
 
2. The south of Sudan now has its own autonomous government as the country embarks on the next phase 
of its journey along the road to peace. 
 
3. Christians in some parts of Nigeria’s Kano State are not sending their children to school for fear they 
will be forced to convert to Islam. 
 
4. One of the men suspected of raping a Christian woman to make her convert to Islam has escaped from 
the courtroom where he was standing trial. 
 
1. INDONESIA 
 
Churches in eastern Indonesia are on high alert after masked men beheaded three young Christian girls on 
their way to school. 
 
The teenagers were reportedly walking through cocoa plantations near Poso on Sulawesi island at about 
6.30am, when a gang dressed in black attacked them with machetes. 
 
The bodies were found in a ravine at the site of the attack near Bukit Bambu village. The heads were 
discovered several miles away, two near a police station and one outside the newly built Pentecostal 
church in Kasiguncu village. Christian Solidarity Worldwide reports that a written warning was left with 
the remains, threatening that ‘another 100 Christian teenagers’ would be killed. 
 
A fourth girl, Noviana Malewa, managed to escape through the forest, despite wounds to her head. She is 
now in a police hospital in the provincial capital, Palu. 
 
The three dead girls – Yarni Sambue, Interesia Morangke and Alfita Paulina – all attended a private 
Christian high school in Poso. Their bodies have now been returned to their villages. 
 
Police have now detained eight suspects who are being held in the mainly Christian town of Tentena, 
56km from Poso. On hearing this news, local Christians surrounded the Tentena police station and 
became ‘very agitated’. 
 
The Indonesian president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono made a statement condemning the killings on 
October 29 and reassuring the people of Poso: ‘Such violence cannot be tolerated, and the police with the 
military will make sure that it will not happen again.’ He has since said that he will handle the case 
himself. 
 
Poso was a focal point of violence between Muslims and Christians in Sulawesi between 1999 and 2002. 
Tensions have remained high, flaring most recently with the Tentena bombings in May. 
 



Christians have repeatedly accused the authorities of not doing enough to protect their community or to 
track down the perpetrators of violence against them.  
 
• Pray for the friends and families of the girls killed and injured in this horrific attack. Ask God to 

comfort them and fill them with His peace, even in their grief. 
• Pray that this attack will serve as a wake-up call to the Indonesian authorities and that they will 

recognise and do more to confront the very real dangers facing Christians in Sulawesi. 
 
2. SUDAN 
 
The south of Sudan now has its own autonomous government as the country embarks on the next phase of 
its journey along the road to peace. 
 
The government, which has its seat in Juba, is made up mainly of the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) and leading figures among former southern rebels. The SPLM has assumed control of 
70 per cent of government departments while President al-Bashir’s northern National Congress Party 
(NCP) and other southern forces each have responsibility for 15 per cent. 
 
One of the most important portfolios  that of ministry for roads and transport – has been assigned to 
Rebecca Garang, widow of John Garang, the former rebel leader killed in a helicopter crash three weeks 
after being sworn in as national vice-president. ‘Madam Rebecca’ will be in charge of building 
infrastructure in the south, which currently has fewer than 10km of paved road. 
 
The national government in Khartoum still has control over the south’s defence, foreign policy and 
energy. 
 
The mainly Christian and animist south, which has its own army and banking system, is due to hold a 
referendum on secession after six years.  
 
Some commentators believe that the SPLM’s decision to concentrate its efforts in the south rather than on 
the new national unity government in Khartoum is a sign that they regard secession as likely. The SPLM 
leader Salva Kiir has, however, made it clear that he wants a united Sudan, with a ‘new status’ for the 
south, rather than full independence. 
 
The BBC reports that the SPLM and NCP have ‘reached an impasse’ over the administration of 
Khartoum state, which includes the national capital. It is home to millions of northerners and southerners. 
SPLM spokesman Walid Hamid told the BBC: ‘We differed on the basic definition of Khartoum: they 
call it a northern state, we say it’s the national capital.’ 
 

• Thank God for the continued progress along the road to peace in Sudan, despite ongoing troubles 
in regions such as Darfur. Pray that politicians will dedicate themselves to the task of rebuilding 
the country, particularly the war-ravaged south. 

• Pray particularly for national president Omar al-Bashir and SPLM leader Salva Kiir, key figures 
working together to try to reconcile the peoples they represent. 

 
3. NIGERIA 
 
Christians in some parts of Nigeria’s Kano State are not sending their children to school for fear they will 
be forced to convert to Islam. 
 
Primary and secondary schools in this northern Sharia state now force even Christian pupils to observe 
Ramadan, to study Arabic and Islam, and to say Islamic prayers.  
 



According to Compass Direct, the government is refusing permission to build church schools in rural 
districts – so in those areas there is no alternative to the state school system.  
 
Compass cites the example of a project in Bari Dorayi village where Christians wanted to build a nursery 
and primary school for their children: the government intervened to halt building work on the school. It 
also reports that government officials demolished a school built by missionaries in Kibiya village for 
Christian children. 
 
Rev Murtala Marti Dangora, secretary of the Kano district of the Evangelical Church of West Africa, says 
this is yet more evidence of the state authorities’ campaign to Islamise society. ‘The strategy is to force 
Christians to send their children to public schools so that they can be forced to become Muslims,’ he says.  
 
Christian families willing to send their children to these state schools must keep their faith a secret, or 
admission is automatically denied, says Rev Dangora, who is himself a former Muslim. ‘There is a lot of 
segregation here. The moment you are a Christian, your children are denied admission into public 
schools.’ 
 
Meanwhile, the Methodist Bishop of Kano, Bishop Foster Ekeleme, has said that the number of 
Christians in Kano has dropped sharply since Sharia law was introduced in 2001.  
 
A spate of violence against Christians in May 2004 left many homeless; Bishop Ekeleme says that many 
of these people are still living in makeshift tents inside army or police barracks in Kano city. Others have 
been forced to flee the state altogether. ‘Christians in Kano are living in the state by faith,’ the bishop told 
Compass. ‘Many churches are virtually empty.’ 
 

• Pray for Christian families under pressure to convert to Islam in Nigeria’s northern states, 12 of 
which are now under Sharia law. Pray that, despite the persecution and discrimination they face, 
their faith will grow. 

• Pray particularly that Christian parents will find innovative ways to share the Gospel with their 
children, raising a new generation which is strong in its faith. 

 
4. PAKISTAN 
 
One of the men suspected of raping a Christian woman to make her convert to Islam has escaped from the 
courtroom where he was standing trial. 
 
Observers reported that police did little to stop Muhammad Kashif from fleeing the courtroom in 
Faisalabad after he was refused bail, despite the seriousness of the charges against him.  
 
Kashif and another man stand accused of repeatedly raping Ribqa Masih, 22, and threatening to kill her 
and her family unless she became a Muslim, as reported by 7x7 on October 11. 
 
His co-accused Ghulam Abbas Hussain has already been jailed. Hussain’s mother and sister are also 
charged with abetting the crime – but, like Kashif, they remain at large. Since his escape, Kashif has 
made threatening phone calls to both Masih and her lawyer Khalil Tahir. 
 
Mr Tahir says he believes the police are ‘in league with’ the accused. Compass reports that the Hussain 
family are powerful landlords. 
 
Ribqa’s family, which is defying convention in pressing charges, is said to be facing a great deal of 
pressure from angry neighbours in their village, Chak 86, which is 10 miles from Faisalabad in a 
predominantly Muslim area. But, according to Compass, a few villagers have come forward to sign 
statements testifying that local Muslims had threatened the Masihs and tried to persuade them to drop the 
case. 



 
• Pray for Ribqa Masih and her family, bravely standing up for their right to religious freedom at a 

high personal cost. Pray God’s protection over them and their lawyer. 
• Pray that justice will be seen to be done in this trial so the trial judge is able to convey the clear 

message that Christians should not be viewed as second-class citizens to be abused and 
persecuted. 

 
News update 
 
7x7 reported on October 11 the amazing story of Soon-Hee Park, a North Korean woman crippled by police torture 
after a defection attempt, who had managed to crawl to China. Thanks to the help of charity workers, she has now 
left Thailand and reached South Korea. 
 
 
Sources: Associated Press; BBC: Christian Solidarity Worldwide; Citizens Coalition for Human Rights of Abductees and 
North Korean Refugees; Compass Direct; IndonesiaWatch; Reuters; The Jakarta Post; The Voice of the Martyrs Indonesia.  
 

Our next Prayer Alert issue will be on Tuesday 22 November 2005. 
 
This prayer alert is part of Release International’s 7x7 initiative to encourage prayer and action for seven years 
for seven countries where Christians face intense persecution: China, Indonesia, Nigeria, North Korea, 
Pakistan, Sudan and Vietnam. 
 

Through our international network of missions, RI serves persecuted Christians in 30 countries around the 
world, by supporting pastors and their families, supplying Christian literature and Bibles and working for 
justice. RI is a member of the UK organisations Global Connections (formerly EMA) and the Evangelical 
Alliance.  
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