
RELEASE INTERNATIONAL 7x7 PRAYER ALERT 
 

Tuesday 19 February 2008 
 

  
Prayer support is crucial to those who suffer for their faith in Jesus. Please use these alerts to 
prompt your own prayers, and to facilitate prayer in your church and other Christian meetings. 
Please also send it on to other Christians. This information can also be reproduced in church 
magazines and news bulletins, provided the source is acknowledged.   
 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS NEED YOU! 
 

Release International (RI) wants to recruit volunteers from around the UK and Ireland to 
represent the needs of persecuted Christians to their churches. Could you be a Church 
Rep? Your core role would be to receive and disseminate information, and encourage 
prayerful support for RI’s ministry within your church. How you develop the role 
depends on the time you have to give. Church Reps are a vital part of the RI team. 
Please prayerfully consider if you can join us – and pray that many others will take on 
this role too. To find out more, ring Gene on 01689 823491. 
 
 
1. VIETNAM 

 

A Christian lawyer was baptised in jail when the Vietnamese authorities took the surprise 
decision to allow four pastors to visit her behind bars. 
 
Le Thi Cong Nhan had been preparing for baptism when she was arrested with her fellow 
lawyer Nguyen Van Dai in March 2007 and charged with ‘threatening national security’.  
 
Permission for the pastors’ visit on the Lunar New Year was even more surprising because 
the delegation was led by Mennonite pastor Nguyen Hong Quang from Ho Chi Minh City. Rev 
Quang hit the headlines in 2004-5 when he and five other members of his congregation – 
known as the ‘Mennonite Six’ – were jailed after challenging security officers monitoring their 
church. 
 
After visiting the lawyers in Nam Ha prison south of Hanoi, Rev Quang said of Nhan: ‘She is 
an amazing, strong and courageous woman. Her open witness in prison has earned her the 
opposition of some fellow prisoners.’ 
 
Rev Quang and his colleagues also ‘commissioned Dai for his witness in prison’ by praying 
over him, Compass Direct reports. Dai himself rose to national prominence as part of the legal 
defence team during Rev Quang’s trial in 2004.  
 
Some observers have interpreted the visit on January 31 as evidence that the Vietnamese 
authorities are becoming sensitive about their religious rights record. Others, disappointed that 
Dai and Nhan were not acquitted on appeal in November, are less convinced. 
 

• Thank God that the Vietnamese authorities allowed four pastors to visit Le Thi 
Cong Nhan and Nguyen Van Dai in jail. Ask God to strengthen their faith. 

• Pray that the Vietnamese authorities will do more to uphold religious liberties. 
 
 

2. NIGERIA 
 

A Sharia state in northern Nigeria is stepping up its enforcement of Islamic law despite 
warnings that such steps are ‘unconstitutional’. 



  
Some 200 self-appointed Sharia police or Hisbah recently spent an evening patrolling a 
Christian district of Kano city in Kano state, brandishing bows, arrows, sticks and machetes. 
They were defying a recent warning by the Kano State police command that Hisbah activities 
violate Nigeria’s constitution. 
 
About 70 women were hauled off the streets in the Sabon Gari area on 1 February, on 
suspicion of being ‘prostitutes’. Christian Solidarity Worldwide quotes an eye-witness reporting 
that at least one woman was held in chains and punished. 
 
Tensions in Kano have been high since the authorities announced their decision to demolish 
four churches in the city, to make way for new roads and a hospital. Christian leaders have 
accused the Muslim state governor of trying to court Muslim voters. 
 
Religious violence has also flared in Bauchi state. One person was killed and seven Christians 
were hospitalised when Muslims went on the rampage in Shira Yana. 
 
The violence on February 2 began after a young Christian woman spurned the advances of a 
young Muslim suitor and he then spread the rumour that she had made derogatory comments 
about the Prophet Mohammed.  
 
The woman fled to the nearest police station – but rioters in hot pursuit torched the building, 
as well as five churches and many Christian homes. About 1,000 people were displaced as a 
result. The woman remains in protective police custody. 
 

• Pray against the spread of Sharia law in Kano state and in other parts of Nigeria. 
• Pray for all those caught up in the violence in Shira Yana, Bauchi, particularly the 

young woman accused of blasphemy. 
 

 
3.  CHINA 
 

The recent arrests of ethnic Uyghur Christians have aroused suspicions that the Chinese 
authorities are waging a concerted campaign against them. 
 
State security officials recently detained Alimjan Yimit, a Christian house church leader in 
Xinjiang province in north-west China, on suspicion of ‘criminal activities’. Specific details of 
the charges against him are unknown. 
 
Last September Alimjan’s food company was forcibly shut down amid accusations that he was 
using it as a cover for ‘preaching Christianity among people of Uyghur ethnicity’. 
 
Alimjan’s arrest follows that of Osman Imin, a charismatic Uyghur church leader also from 
Xinjiang, arrested in November. Osman was sentenced to two years’ ‘re-education through 
labour’ for ‘revealing state secrets’. Local sources believe his conviction is in fact punishment 
for his work with the church. He had previously been arrested and tortured in 2004 on 
suspicion of collaborating with foreigners in ‘illegal religious activities’. 
 
Two other Uyghur Christians – in Urumqi and Kashgar cities – have also been detained in 
recent weeks. A local source told Compass Direct that the spate of arrests is viewed as part of 
a ‘concerted effort to shut down the leadership of the Uyghur church’. ‘It’s a small church but 
growing beyond the ability of the local government to control,’ he said. ‘They fear anything 
they cannot control.’ 
 

• Praise God for the growth of the Uyghur church. Most Uyghurs practise Islam. 
• Pray for the immediate release of all four Uyghurs detained recently in Xinjiang. 

 



4.  BURMA 
 

The Karen people of eastern Burma say they will be wiped out by army troops unless the 
world comes to their rescue. 
 
The Burma Army has adopted a ‘shoot on sight’ approach to driving this mainly Christian 
ethnic minority out of their homelands in Karen State, according to Free Burma Rangers. 
 
FBR, an aid agency working in the region, reports that more than 24,000 Karen civilians are in 
hiding, in fear of ongoing military assaults, and at least 6,000 have fled to the Thai-Burmese 
border. Much of the population of northern Karen State is now displaced. 
 
FBR has broadcast an impassioned plea from Karen civilians: ‘If the Burma Army is not 
stopped, or we do not get help, when you come to Karen State in the future, there will no 
longer be Karen people. Please tell the rest of the world to help us.’ 
 
Repression by Burma’s military junta often has a religious dimension. Buddhism is promoted 
as ‘the national religion’ and Christians are often pressured to recant their faith. 
 
The Burmese Army is systematically clearing areas to make way for its own construction 
projects. Displaced people, especially ethnic minorities, have been forced into slave labour.  
 
The Burmese regime recently outlined plans to hold a referendum on the proposed 
constitution next year and a general election in 2010. Burma’s elected leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi remains under house arrest. 
 

• Act: Join in with the Global Day of Prayer for Burma on Saturday 8 March. Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide is holding an event at the Emmanuel Centre, 9-23 Marsham 
Street, London SW1P 3DW, 10am to 4pm (nearest tube: Victoria & Westminster).  

 
• Pray: Ask God to protect our Christian family suffering under Burma’s military regime. 

Pray that God will extend His kingdom and add to His church in that land. 
 
 

Sources: Assist News Service; Christian Solidarity Worldwide; Compass Direct; International Christian 
Concern; Release International; The Voice of the Martyrs Canada. 
 
 
PRISONERS OF FAITH MINISTRY: 
Our Prisoners of Faith Ministry provides pastoral care and practical support for Christians imprisoned 
for their faith. An email alert is sent free monthly, highlighting an individual Christian prisoner, giving 
prayer points and addresses for letter-writing. To receive these alerts, please contact the office or sign 
up by visiting our web site:  www.releaseinternational.org/prisonersoffaith 

 
Our next Prayer Alert issue will be on Tuesday 4 March 2008. 
 
 
 

This prayer alert is part of Release International’s 7x7 initiative to encourage prayer and action for seven years for seven 
countries where Christians have faced intense persecution: China, Indonesia, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, Sudan and 
Vietnam. 
 

Through our international network of missions, RI serves persecuted Christians in 30 countries around the world by 
supporting pastors and Christian prisoners, and their families; supplying Christian literature and Bibles; and working for 
justice. RI is a member of the UK organisations Global Connections, the Evangelical Alliance and the Micah Network. 
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