





SIGN THE PETITION

If you haven't

already signed

our petition

urging the

North Korean
Government to allow freedom of worship,
please visit our website and sign online
(www.releaseinternational.org/petition)
or download a copy of the petition at
www.releaseinternational.org/current.

DVD: NO OTHER GOD

Suggested
donation £10
Release’s
12-minute video
reports on the
plight of North
Koreans and
especially those
who have become Christians.

It features interviews with defectors and
those who work with them. No Other God
explains what life is like inside the Hermit
Kingdom, including one of the notorious
concentration camps, and the difficulties
defectors have in trying to adjust to life
outside North Korea.

The DVD, which can be used in church
services or prayer groups, is ideal for
encouraging prayer for North Korea and
its people. You may order the DVD for
a suggested donation of £10 by calling
our Supporter Relations Team on 01689
823491.1t can also be purchased securely
online for £10 from our eStore at www.
releaseinternational.org/estore.

You can watch a clip from the DVD,
featuring an interview with a North Korean
defector who describes his imprisonment
and torture inside North Korea, on our
website at www.releaseinternational.org/
video. ¢

“Itis important to prepare
North Korean defectors to
he trained and equipped
in the Gospel, and to go
back there.”

Forms are also available from the Release
office (01689 823491).

Please ask your friends and members
of your church to sign too and then return
the form to us soon. You may make as
many copies as you need.

So far more than 15,000 people have
signed the petition. We plan to make an
interim presentation to the embassy in
London in the summer, with the final
presentation early in 2012.

Join the Cause!

Almost 900 people have
signed up to Release’s One
Day cause on Facebook.
Followers of the cause receive the
latest campaign information, news and
prayer requests. It's also a great way
to recruit others to the campaign and
encourage prayer. You can also get the
latest on the campaign by following
Release on Twitter
(@Releaselnt).

RELEASE IN NORTH KOREA

Release’s ministry to North Korean Christians includes:

e Supporting Christians who provide refuge and spiritual support to North
Korean refugees, many of whom make their way along the dangerous

‘underground railroad’ to South Korea.

Supporting the discipleship training of new North Korean Christians.

Supporting discipleship training and comprehensive vocational training to help
North Korean Christians successfully establish a new life in South Korea.

Sponsoring leaflet drops by slow-release balloons sent into North Korea.

Prayer hands

Please wear your North Korea One Day
wristbands to show your support for the

campaign and to act as a prompt to prayer.
They can be ordered via the website or from
the office (01689 823491). They cost just £1
each (3 for £2, or 25 for £10).
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PERSECUTI
ON THE RIS

What has the recent political revolution meant for Egyptian
Christians - and what are they now praying for? A Release
Development Manager visited Christians in Egypt to find

out first hand.

ntering the newly built Terminal
3 at Cairo airport, I couldn't help

recalling the scenes of frantic chaos as
foreigners left in their hundreds during the
recent mass demonstrations and political
crisis in Egypt.

As they departed, people around the
world sat glued to their TV screens and
social networking sites watching 18 days
of world history unravel. Following on
the heels of Tunisia’s jasmine revolution,
Egypt's revolution broke the status quo of
that region in unexpected ways. Its effect
continues as more nations in the Middle

4 RELEASE

East challenge their own authoritarian
governments in the light of what was
witnessed in Egypt.

But what has the revolution meant for
Christians in Egypt? Do they face the same
level of persecution and oppression - or is
this new era one of tolerance, as illustrated
by the scenes of solidarity between
Christians and Muslims in Tahrir Square
during the mass demonstrations?

Release International staff remained in
contact with our partners during the crisis,
trying to piece together the different items
of news in order to pray more effectively,

to inform our supporters and to plan for a
greater involvement in the ministry of our
Egyptian brothers and sisters.

At Easter we were able to meet many
face-to-face in Cairo and Alexandria on
the Mediterranean coast. The situation
was summarised by David, one of Release’s
partners: ‘Revolution or no revolution, our
mission remains the same: to tell people
about Jesus and to build his church.

Kasr El Dobara evangelical church,
near Tahrir Square, is known as the most
influential evangelical church in the Middle
East. Although few anticipated the rapid
departure of President Hosni Mubarak in
February, the leadership of Kasr El Dobara
had some expectation.

During the past few years, hundreds of
members had met to pray for change. And
they were uniquely placed right in the



A soldier stands guard near Saint Mary’s
church, Cairo, which was set on fire
during clashes between Muslims and
Christians on May 8. Religious violence
claimed the lives of 12 people in a Cairo
suburb, prompted by rumours about

a Christian woman who had allegedly
converted to Islam. Photo: Reuters/
Asmaa Waguih.

centre of Cairo - in the midst of all the street
demonstrations.

The end of the revolution has brought
an urgency to forge ahead in training and
equipping the church in Egypt during
this current period of an interim military
Government - no one knows what lies
ahead of the elections due to be held in
September 2011.

Release is working with the
International Leadership Institute to deliver
its first Arabic programme of training for
strategic Christian leaders in that region,
with the hope that many more programmes
will proceed.

Please pray for the development of this
material. Although itisin Arabic it still
requires a level of cultural adaptation so
that it is appropriate for the context of those
serving in the region.

SAFE HOUSES

Release partners provide safe housing

for those who are converts from Islam to
Christianity. A safe house is not necessarily
a fixed abode, but represents a safe place
that can house single men, single women or
families.

The role of safe housing is not only for
security, but for discipleship. It is often in this
environment that many new converts are
able to read the Scriptures for the first time
and be nurtured by mature Christians. This
leads to new believers being better prepared
for the trials and suffering that may be ahead
of them. Our partners are willing to put their
own lives at risk to support the body
of Christ.

One partner has recently been robbed
by a new convert, who took a significant
amount of money and valuables. What was
so devastating to the partner was that the
man had been treated as a member of the
family while he lived with them for four
months.

At first, they wanted to close their doors
to others seeking refuge. However, God led
ayoung woman in desperate need to them.
Still suffering their own hurt and confusion
following the robbery, they took this young
woman into their home and continue to
disciple her. The partner reported to us:

‘The first evening I suggested that she
read the Gospel of Mark. By morning she had
finished it. She had ‘devoured’ the word of
God all night!"

Please pray

o for protection of our partners in Egypt as
they care for believers fleeing physical
persecution. They often come from other
countries that border Egypt and have huge
needs.

e that Arabic Scriptures in both paper and
digital formats can be distributed widely to
enable new converts to grow in their faith.

Brother
Stephen

Brother ‘Stephen’, a minister characterised
by a tremendous spirit of joy, leads

a congregation that includes both
traditional believers and new converts
from Islam. His congregation includes
both believers and new converts from
Islam. He explained how Christians are
learning to reach out to their Muslim
neighbours, despite nearly 1,400 years of
persecution.

Asked what effect the revolution had
had on believers in Egypt Stephen
told Release:

‘Persecution used to be more hidden.
More underground. Since the revolution
itis in the open and it is clear to see it is
not lessening, but increasing. I know that
someone prophesied that in Egypt 2011
would be the year of bloodshed and 2012
would be the year of salvation.

Indeed, there is evidence of continuing
bloodshed. The burning of churches and
attacks on Christians appear to be on the
increase. Christians in Egypt, and around
the world, will be praying that 2012 is
a year when many thousands turn to
Christ.

Prophecy

During a prayer meeting for Egypt the
following prophecy from Isaiah 19 was
given out:

‘So the Lord will make himself known
to the Egyptians and in that day they will
acknowledge the Lord’ (Isaiah 19:21).

As Egyptians and foreigners prayed
fervently together for the nation of Egypt
they repeated those words from Isaiah 19,
declaring that it is Jesus, the non-violent
revolutionary, who will transform Egypt -
not any human power or authority.

Please pray that Egyptian believers will
continue boldly to proclaim the Gospel
and to fix their eyes on Jesus.

RELEASE’S WORK IN EGYPT

Release’s ministry includes:

¢ Supporting a safe house for Christian
women from a Muslim background

¢ Providing school books and funding
for education for children who have
lost their parents as a result of
persecution

Read more about persecuted Christians
in Egypt at www.releaseinternational.

org/egypt
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‘DEAR PRESIDENT:
JESUS LOVES YOU’

His real name is Zhang Mingxuan - but they call him Pastor ‘Bike’, hecause he has

cycled more than 15,000 km around China to share the Gospel. Pastor ‘Bike’ heads the
250,000-strong Chinese House Church Alliance. This former barher has heen arrested 40
times and tortured with electric shock batons. Yet his greatest passion s to share the
love of God with China’s President, as he told Release’s Andrew Boyd.

ver since I became a Christian 26 me till I bled and they used different torture  need to love our Government; we need to
E years ago, my burden has been to instruments on me. Later when I was in love our country. If a Christian prays against
tell the President of China fully Beijing they used electric shock batons. the Government or the leaders, I don't think
about God’s love for him, that there can be a he or she is a genuine Christian. Here in
life relationship between him and God. China, the Government doesn't know Jesus
In 1998, I cycled through 24 provinces Christ.
to share the Gospel by the Holy Spirit’s Christianity is one of the five major
leading. My family sold their properties and The first time [ was put in jail was three religions. But the Christian house churches
we came to Beijing to share the good news. ~ months after I was saved. I experienced are persecuted most severely. They beat and
My heart burden has been to share God's God's presence in prison. I fasted for 18 days, ~arrest Christians.
love with as many people as I can. So for and then for 41 days. Then in 1997 I fasted The authorities are afraid that as the
that [ have been arrested many times. for 120 days, yet I still felt full of power, full ~ church grows and becomes bigger, as
First they treated me as though I was of strength. I am His child. more people become believers, they may
insane. They tied me up to a tree, they beat As a Christian I truly believe that we fight against the Government. But they
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LETTER TO THE PREMIER

Release invited Pastor ‘Bike’ to write his sixth open letter to

China’s President Hu Jintao:

Dear President Hu Jintao, the highest official

of +he Chinese people:

God bless you. Jesus loves you and all China’s

love you.

Zhang Ningruan

Christians love you. We love China. | also

Oniy when you know Jesus Christ can you
understand His love For you, and that in the
hearts of Christians there is only love, not
hatred. So there is nothing to Fear.

| pray For you every day and | wish that you
could be Saved one day and lead the whole country
into God’s truth — that is My biggest burden.

| want you +o lead +his country with Qod’'s
righteousness, with his love.

Chinese House Church Alliance

Pastor ‘Bike" with his wife Xie Fenglan. Photo: Crossfire.

misunderstand us. What we want is the
Kingdom of God.

I have written to President Hu Jintao,
saying that even though the authorities
advocate religious freedom, actually they
persecute house church leaders: they beat
them and put them in jail. And that is
against what they claim.

I have written to the President five times.

He has not replied to me. But God gave
me a vision that for the whole of China
to change, the leader of this country
must change.

Thanks

Ithank [supporters of Release] for your love
for China and your support for us. Because
of you and the international community,
our country has made progress. Continue

iy

Pastor ‘Bike" has cycled more than 15,000 km around China
to share the Gospel.

to pray for us so that we have even more
religious freedom - and pray for the
Government. Also pray for the [official,
registered] Three Self churches. May God
bless your countries.?

LAWYER JIANG
RELEASED

Christian lawyer Jiang Tianyong, who
was featured in the last edition of
Release, has been freed by the Chinese
authorities, after disappearing for two
months.

Jiang was abducted two days after
predicting his arrest and asking for
prayer. He told Release: ‘On that day
when things happen I know I can only
lift this up to His hand.’

His wife confirmed Jiang was back
home and that he had lost weight.

He and other lawyers who have been
released have been reluctant to discuss
what happened to them.

At the same time as Jiang's arrest,
more than 50 activists were rounded up
to try to prevent ‘Jasmine’ protests like
that in Tunisia. Many were charged with
subversion.

NEW DVD:
FORBIDDEN CITY

— Pastor ‘Bike’ lawyer Jiang
2 Tianyong and others tell
their stories in Release’s
Feimiasen city. latest DVD, Forbidden
o= City, available from our
Supporter Relations Team for a suggested
donation of £10 (telephone 01689 823491).
It can also be purchased securely
from our online eStore for £10
(www.releaseinternational.org/estore).
A short trailer for the new DVD can
be viewed on our website at www.
releaseinternational.org/video.

RELEASE PROJECTS

Release’s projects in China include:

¢ Organising and facilitating leadership
training for unregistered churches

Supporting workers in China who
investigate cases of persecution,
provide support to families and
arrange legal aid

Printing and distributing a book about
Christian marriage, as well as other
Christian resources
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SOMALIA

community, Somali refugees living in

Dadaab refugee camp in north-east
Kenya wrote: ‘Our lives in the camps are far
worse than you can imagine.

‘We live in an open prison, far away
from justice and humanity. We talk, but our
voices are never heard. We move, but only
inside a cage.... we are chained to a life full
of stress and despair: a life for which many
would prefer death.’

T had the opportunity to visit Dadaab
recently. In a camp of more than 200,000
Somali Muslims, there are only around 65
Christians. What I found there changed me.
I don't think anything could have prepared

I n an open letter to the international
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me for the stories I heard while sitting with
some of our Somali brothers and sisters in
Christ. As you hear their stories I hope they
will change you also.

Arriving at the camp, we were met by
two of the church leaders, ‘Gideon’ and
‘Paul’. Paul had only recently arrived in the
camp and appeared a little nervous. I admit
to feeling a little apprehensive myself. As
Istood at the back of the four-wheel-drive
vehicle just outside the entrance to one of
the UN compounds, I was deliberately going
over some encouraging Scripture verses in
my mind and asking the Lord to watch over
us and make us a blessing to those we had
come to meet.

Your support enables
Release to help Christian
refugees who have escaped
extreme persecution hy
militants in Somalia. Your
love shows them that they
have not heen ahandoned or
forgotten, writes Release’s
Prisoners of Faith Manager.
Names have heen changed.

Both men smiled, welcomed us, and told
us that the church had been praying all day
for us, for our safe arrival, safe visit and safe
departure. ‘They are praying right now!’
said Gideon.

I couldn't help noticing he used the word
safe three times in just the one sentence.

Brothers killed

Gideon is an extraordinary man. Five

years ago he was forced to leave his native
Somalia after receiving repeated threats on
his life. Each member of the underground
church that he now pastors has suffered
intense persecution. His life is constantly
under threat - yet he faithfully leads,
counsels, prays and serves this small group
of Christians in the camp.

Early the following morning the two
men came to take us to meet the other
believers. There are effectively three camps
at Dadaab and we had to travel several
kilometres across dry, dusty, uneven terrain
before arriving at the right house. We were
shown into a small, mud-bricked room,
where around 12 Somali brothers and
sisters were patiently waiting for us - all
members of Gideon's church.

Among these were ‘Tbrahim’and
‘Rachel’. They stood quietly in the corner
until they were invited to share their
heartbreaking story.

In February 2009 a number of Somali
men came to their home to question
Ibrahim over his suspected association
with another Somali house church leader.
After Ibrahim persistently denied any
connection to the pastor concerned, the
men left saying that they would return the
following day. Knowing that his own life
was now in danger, Ibrahim hastily made
arrangements with his family and fled
his village.



The militants did return to Ibrahim'’s
home the next day and, on discovering that
he had already left, ordered Rachel to stop
what she was doing and follow them. They
took hold of her three sons, 12-year-old
Abdi, 11-year-old Yusuf and 7-year-old
Ghedi, and dragged them away from her.

Neighbours, alerted by the commotion,
came to plead for the boys to be released,
but to no avail. The two oldest boys were
then brutally killed in front of their
distraught mother. Ghedi somehow broke
free and ran off into the bush. Weeks later
Ibrahim, Rachel and Ghedi managed to
escape from Somalia by crossing the border
into northern Kenya.

Wall of pain

Two years on, the horror of what took place
that afternoon is etched on both their faces.
I could see a quiet agony in their eyes.

I prayed urgently and silently: ‘Father
what can I say? Please give me the words..
As 1 prayed and then read from God's
Word, I saw the faintest of smiles break
out on Rachel’s face. ‘Thank you Father
God, I can only imagine their pain but you
understand and share that pain’, I prayed.

This precious couple are holding
on to God, but they have been deeply
traumatised by what happened. Rachel
says she prays for God to bring salvation to
those responsible for killing her sons.

AsTlooked around and listened as
others shared their stories, I was stunned by
the wall of pain that seemed present in that
small room. I felt inadequate, vulnerable,
somehow unworthy. But in that room that
morning I also felt hope. As the stories
unfolded I could also trace God's love, grace,
care and provision.

‘Joshua’,a Christian man in his late
twenties, stepped forward and lifted
his shirt to reveal where he had been
shot several times. In 2008 he had been
confronted by armed Islamic militants in
the streets of the capital Mogadishu.

He was repeatedly asked to reveal the
whereabouts of his father, a Christian
pastor in Somalia’s underground church.
He was told that if he refused to provide
the information he would be shot. Joshua
boldly stated that he was a Christian and
had no fear of death - so would not betray
his father.

The men shot him 18 times and left
him for dead on the dusty street. He was
later found by neighbours who took him
to hospital, where he underwent lifesaving
surgery. Shortly after this attack he too fled
Somalia, along with his wife and family.

Joshua was shot 18 times by armed militants
when he refused to disclose the whereabouts
of his father, a Christian pastor who leads an
underground church.

As with Ibrahim and Rachel, another
couple, ‘David’ and ‘Rahel’, stayed silent
until invited to speak. David, also a leader
in Somalia’s underground church, was not
at home when an armed Islamic group
arrived to question him about his religious
activities. The militants abducted his wife
Rahel and their teenage daughter Nurta.
For five days, mother and daughter were
horrifically violated and degraded.

Fellowship with persecuted Christians
will always challenge our theology

Shortly after they were released Nurta
died from injuries she sustained during
her ordeal. As David and Rahel spoke
about their lovely daughter, they held out
a yellowing photograph of her - one of the
few they had left.

Fellowship with persecuted Christians
will always challenge our theology.

The uncomfortable truth is that Jesus
still calls his followers to deny themselves,
and to take up their cross (Matthew 16:24).
By choosing to carry the cross each day,
these Somali believers are risking their
comfort, their security and their very lives.

Inside Somalia, these Christians are not
allowed to follow Christ freely - but they
have discovered true freedom in serving
one another.

Only Christ can bring light and peace
to the Somali people. He is with them - in
Somalia and in the refugee camps. He is
there in that ‘open prison'’ in the hearts and
lives of his children. On the surface, they
may seem a broken, fragile, insignificant,
forgotten group of believers - but look
beneath and you will discover the strong,
courageous, creative, compassionate,
beautiful bride of Christ, His church.

It was difficult for me to leave the
refugee camp. We had had such a short
time with our Somali family. To stay longer
would have put the whole group at risk.
Before leaving, however, we discovered
something more about Paul.

Paul had received a number of
threatening letters saying that militants
had already covenanted to kill him.
Although he had escaped across the border,
his wife and children were still in Somalia.

When we learned that it would cost only
US$100 per person to get them safely out of
Somalia, we agreed to fund the safe passage
of his wife and children. When the gift was
given to him and he realised what was
happening, he broke down and cried.

Our translator said to us: ‘You know,
Somali men don't cry, but this pastor
thought that God had somehow forgotten
or abandoned him. Now he realises that
God had never abandoned him and was
already making it possible for you to come
here with this amazing answer to prayer.

‘He is crying because he is sorry he
doubted God's love, and he is crying
because your gift means he will see his wife
and children again’. ¢

3 Y .ﬁ‘L
SOMALIA
Population: 9.9 million
Capital: Mogadishu
Government: Transitional

Religion: Sunni Muslim 99.7 per cent;
Christian 0.3 per cent

RELEASE IN SOMALIA

Release has provided pastoral and
practical help to Christian refugees
who have fled persecution in Somalia;
and plans to offer practical support to

Christians inside the country.

If you would like to support Release’s
vital work serving persecuted
Christians in Somalia and around the
world, please use the back-page-
coupon.
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DEVOTED
TO JESUS

Christians in areas held by communist rebels
face curfews, the closure of churches, and even
tdeath. Yet they remain undeterred in their
devotion to Jesus - and their desire to see lives
changed by the power of the Gospel. Identities

have heen hidden.

olombia has not known peace for
much of the past 500 years - and

especially in the last 50 years. Almost
every person one meets has a story to
share about one of the warring factions:
be it the Marxist guerrillas out in the
jungle, the mercenary paramilitaries or the
ruthless government army. The violence
is relentless. It is all-consuming and ever
present and no one seems to believe that
there will ever be a time of peace.

Guerrilla leaders have declared that
Christianity is ‘incompatible’ with their
communist ideals. Thus churches in some
rebel-held areas have been subject to
curfews, or have been forcibly closed. So
Christians living in these areas are forced to
meet secretly in small groups.

Guerrilla groups have also targeted
Christian leaders for their efforts in trying
to dissuade young people from joining the
rebels - or because they actively oppose the
massive drugs trade on which the guerrillas
depend. Cocaine is Colombia’s largest
and most notorious export, and provides
hundreds of millions of dollars in funding
for the illegal armed groups each year.

Sometimes, pastors and church leaders
have been assassinated - between 25 and
30 a year, according to the religious rights
agency Christian Solidarity Worldwide. It
estimates that more than 300 pastors have
been killed since 2000.

‘Selso’ was a young pastor when
he first encountered guerrilla violence
nearly 50 years ago when members of the
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Communist Party took up arms to form
FARC, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia. FARC then gathered together

50 Christian pastors in his area, and told
them that Christianity was now ‘illegal’. The
guerrillas opened fire on the pastors, and
Selso was the only one to survive.

Today, however, his home is full of
friends, old and new. People are welcomed
in, fed, clothed and housed. He shares Jesus
with everyone he meets. Despite everything
that has happened to him and the horrors
he has witnessed since that narrow
escape from death, his faith is strong and
permeates every aspect of his life.

‘Rolo’ lives in the Colombian jungle,
risking his life to tell Marxist guerrillas
about Jesus. He was 13 when he joined the
guerrilla movement. ‘The guerrillas came
to my town and started telling people what
they believed. They were talking about
everyone being equal, that they were going
to spread out the wealth, that they were
going to fix things, and make everyone’s
lives better. I wanted to believe them,

‘Rolo’

I began to study Marxism and became a
guerrilla.

Rolo started working in the cocaine fields
before being promoted to run the youth
division responsible for countless acts of
violence, kidnapping and murder.

‘Twanted to make the world a better
place, he said. ‘We had all these lofty ideas.
But in practice I saw that we were the
ones committing injustices towards the
Christians, forcing them out of their homes,
threatening them, killing the church leaders.
I would watch the way the Christians
responded ... it made me realise that
God was real and that I wanted to be on
their side.

The violence continued until a
paramilitary group invaded the guerrilla
camp where Rolo was based. He was
captured and knew he would be executed.
Desperate, in danger and utterly alone, he
cried out to Jesus, the God he hardly knew,
promising to give his life to Him, if He would
save him. Instead of being executed, Rolo
was released. He immediately gave his life
to Jesus.

With a new life and a fresh start,

Rolo stayed in the jungle, determined to
help other people like him find Jesus for
themselves.

He works secretly in areas under the
control of the guerrillas, where children are
often recruited to fight, and many people live
in despair. Many are being touched by the
message of life and the hope that
Jesus brings.



Rolo’s life is constantly threatened.
The guerrillas violently oppose Christianity,
shoot pastors, burn churches and hound
Christians from their homes. Because of
these pressures, his wife left him, he lost his
home, and his friends abandoned him.
Yet despite everything he remains devoted
to Jesus.

‘am with you’

‘Tfeltlike I had lost everything, he
said. ‘But the Lord kept saying: “Tam
with you". People kept telling me that
it's too dangerous to go into the jungle.
That it wasn't worth the risks even to give
someone a Bible. But the Lord kept saying
He was with me and this was the call on
my life. That kept me going. Even with
no support, God showed me that He was
capable of coming into the situation. Even
when it seems impossible, the work of the
Holy Spirit doesn't depend on anything or
anyone else.

‘Bella’

FARC guerrillas destroyed
this village north of the capital
Bogota - including the police
station, pictured here.

‘Bella’ is 15. She has never been to
school, but has taught herself how to read.
She, her older brother ‘Juan’ and their
parents live on the border of the guerrilla
heartland. Beyond their house, there are no
roads, just dense jungle.

For years Bella'’s mum suffered severe
mental health issues, but three years ago
she was miraculously healed and became
a Christian. The rest of the family quickly
followed suit. Since then, they have been
ministering to everyone around them,
whether they are civilians, government
soldiers, guerrillas or paramilitaries.

Bella is committed to showing the
people around her that, with Jesus, a
different way of life is possible.

She believes that it is her responsibility
to be different, to stand out, to demonstrate
how to live for others, when all those
around her are living only for themselves.
In particular she wants to help some of the
girls in her village who have no sense of
self-worth, nor any hope for the future.

‘When I find young people, said Bella,
‘especially girls, who don't have clothes, or
their clothes are in tatters, then I get some
clothes for them and take them what they
need. I keep my eyes open, and see where
people are in need.

‘The guerrilla commander once asked
me why I wasn't like the girls in my area,
why my life wasn'tall about parties and
boys.Itold the commander: “It's because
I have to be an example. I've seen a lot of
craziness out there, I want to show people

‘There’s a real hunger
and thirst for Jesus
out there... that’s
what motivates us.’

that there can be a different way to live.”

Bella's brother Juan'is 17. Despite
attempts to recruit him to the various
warring factions, he remains committed to
serving Jesus even amidst persecution and
conflict. There’s a real hunger and thirst
for Jesus out there. Everybody has lots of
needs, they want help so badly. That's what
motivates us.

Colombia may seem to be a country
that is slowly tearing itself apart as different
groups battle for control of the land. Yet
there are many Christians who today are
devoting their lives to a different battle: to
win the hearts of the people.

Throughout the country, there are
countless ordinary people who are living
out their Christian faith in the most
extraordinary circumstances.

Although everyone is acutely aware of
the challenges to live in peace, Jesus offers
the hope that through Him the people of
Colombia may be reconciled, and that one
day this beautiful land of lush jungle and
stunning coastline will know peace and
freedom. e

Please pray for:

¢ Christians living in occupied
territories; that the guerrillas or
paramilitaries would not restrict
or forbid Christianity.

Safety for Release partners
working in the jungle, sharing
the Gospel of reconciliation
with both guerrillas and
paramilitaries. Pray that many
would come to Christ.

Partners working to meet the
many physical needs of people

living in areas of conflict, often
with little food, trade or money.

Peace in Colombia: that the war
would stop, that young people
would no longer be recruited

to fight, and that the wounds of
conflict can start to be healed.
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Population: 44.7 million
Capital: Bogota

Government: Republic

Religion: Christian 94.4%;
Ethnoreligionist* 2.9%;

2.4% Non-religious; 0.3% Other

TROUBLED LAND

olombia has become synonymous
with the brutal conflict that has

ravaged this land for more than
four decades.

Colombia should be renowned for
the riches of its natural resources - its
substantial oil reserves, its natural diversity
and its vast mineral wealth. But its fame
lies in the violent struggle that has drawn
in government forces, left-wing guerrillas,
outlawed paramilitaries and drug cartels.

Chief among the Government's
adversaries are the left-wing guerrillas,
FARC - the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia. The guerrillas’ original
motives were ideological and fuelled by
social inequality. The nation’s wealth is
concentrated in the hands of Colombians
of Spanish descent, to the detriment of the
majority, mixed-race population.

However, the main driver for the
conflict soon became the still-thriving
drugs trade which has clouded the
ideological agenda. Also added to the mix
are right-wing paramilitary groups whose
roots lie in the vigilante groups set up to
counter the guerrilla threat.

Some of these paramilitaries have
demobilised through a government
peace initiative. However, some remain
operational and others have re-formed as
criminal gangs involved in drug-trafficking
and extortion.

The conflict has subsided since 2002,
thanks in large part to the efforts of
President Alvaro Uribe (2002-2010) to
reassert government control. However,
large swathes of rural territory, particularly
in the north and east, remain under
guerrilla control and attacks against
civilians continue.

More than 3 million people have been
displaced and hundreds of thousands have
sought asylum in other countries, according
to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. The precise death toll is
uncertain but the BBC estimates it runs
into tens of thousands. Many more have
been the victims of forced displacement,
kidnapping or enforced disappearance.

RELIGIOUS CONTEXT

Catholicism was the official state religion
of Colombia until 1991 when the new
constitution stated that the nation was
‘not atheist or agnostic, nor indifferent to
Colombians’ religious sentiment’.

The high-profile of the Catholic church
in Colombia and the emergence of so-called
evangelical mega-churches in cities such as
Bogotd belies the fact that religious freedom
is threatened in many parts of Colombia.

The true scale of the problem is unclear
because of some communities’ reluctance to
speak out against human rights abuses for
fear of further repression.

RELEASE’S WORK IN COLOMBI

Release’s work in Colombia includes supporting a radio ministry which broadcasts
the Gospel to areas where Christian activity is restricted. See page 18.

PERSECUTION

Many Christians in rebel-held areas are
reported to suffer ‘direct persecution on a
daily basis".

Pastor Manuel Camacho, 33, paid
with his life for his resistance to FARC's
efforts to close his church in Guaviare
department. Guerrillas had ordered him to
stop preaching on a number of occasions
and finally issued a demand for protection
money. When the church was unable to
raise the £650 demanded, Pastor Manuel
was gunned down in front of his wife and
children in September 2009.

Asrecently as May 2011, FARC shot dead
a 14-year-old Christian girl at her home in
Arauca, north Colombia - then, when her
pastor responded to her siblings’ pleas for
help, he too was shot and killed.

Paramilitary groups now pose an
increasing threat too. Christian Solidarity
Worldwide reports that early in 2011
paramilitaries murdered an unnamed
pastor and his daughter outside an
evangelical church during a Sunday
morning service.

Atleast ten Protestant pastors in
Cordoba were threatened by Black Eagles
right-wing paramilitaries in 2011 and told
to collaborate with them or leave the area.
When the church leaders refused, they were
told they were now legitimate military
targets. Since then, at least two pastors have
been attacked. ¢

Seomagr

Sources: BBC; Christian Solidarity Worldwide; Compass Direct; Operation World; The Voice of the Martyrs
(VOM] Canada; VOM USA; The World Factbook 2011; UNHCR.

* Ethnoreligionist: followers of local, tribal, animistic or shamanistic religions, with members restricted to one ethnic group.
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TEENS AND TWENTIES

DREAMING OF JESUS

THE ANAZING STORY OF GYEONG JU SON

D)
HEAR THE STORY

Last year, thousands of Christians gathered
in Cape Town, South Africa, for the third
Lausanne conference dedicated to hearing
what God is up to around the world and
how we can support each other as we live
our lives serving and sharing Jesus.

One of the most moving stories came
from an 18-year-old student from North
Korea, Gyeong Ju Son.

Her parents had been important
government officials in North Korea. But
when she was six, they were accused of
treason and forced to flee their home and
country. They escaped to China as refugees,
where they ‘came to know the amazing
grace and love of God..

Only a few months later Gyeong Ju
Son’s pregnant mother died of leukaemia.
Despite this tragedy, her father’s faith
remained strong and he decided to become
an evangelist to the North Korean people.

His evangelistic work was soon
discovered by the North Korean
Government and he was arrested and
imprisoned. Gyeong Ju Son has not seen or
heard from her father since. She believes
that he has probably been executed on

(N
N_J
MAKE THE CONNECTION

What is God calling you to do for your faith
and for your community? Is He asking you
to share your faith with a friend at school
or college? Maybe there are people in your
area who are being mistreated or are in
need of help, and you could speak up for
them? Maybe God is asking you to pray for
those living out their faith in tough places?
Let us know your story.

Email us at:
potential@release international.org -
we would love to share your stories online.

charges of treason or espionage.

Although her parents were both
committed Christians, Gyeong Ju Son
was not. She didn't know Jesus yet for
herself. But one night while she slept she
encountered Jesus in a dream.

‘Jesus had tears in His eyes. He walked
towards me and said: “How much longer are
you going to keep Me waiting? Walk with
me. Yes, you lost your earthly father but I
am your heavenly father and whatever has
happened to you was because I love you.”

‘That night I realised God my father
loves and cares about me so very much that
He sent His son Jesus to die for me. I prayed:
“God, here Iam.Ijust lay down everything
and give you my heart, my soul, my mind

BE THE CHANGE

Gyeong Ju Son, 18, is embraced by
Pastor John Oh after sharing her
story at the Lausanne conference in
South Africa © 2010 The Lausanne
Movement www.lausanne.org

and my strength; please use me as you will.”
Now God has pressed deep in my hearta
great love for North Korea.

Gyeong Ju Son is currently working
hard to get into university to study political
science and diplomacy: she then wants
to work to support the rights of the North
Korean people - rights that the Government
has taken away.

‘I BELIEVE GOD'S HEART CRIES OUT FOR

THE LOST PEOPLE OF NORTH KOREA,” SHE

SAYS. ‘1 HUMBLY ASK YOU MY BROTHERS AND

SISTERS... TO HAVE THE SAME HEART OF GOD.'
You can watch Gyeong Ju Son giving her

moving testimony on YouTube via the link
www.releaseinternational.org/gyeong

® Please pray for our Christian family in North Korea who are suffering
unimaginable repression under Kim Jong Il's regime.

® Sign our petition online at www.releasepotential.org/oneday or visit
our stand at Soul Survivor and Momentum festivals this summer.

Dancers celebrate the continent of
Africa at the Lausanne conference
© 2010 The Lausanne Movement
www.lausanne.org.
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HELPING CHRISTIANS IMPRISONED FOR THEIR FAITH

PAKISTAN

Younis Masih was detained in November
2005 after being accused of blasphemy
against Mohammed, the prophet of Islam.
He was convicted in 2007 and sentenced to
death. His wife Meena featured in Release’s
DVD Pray for Pakistan and in our magazine
in 2008.

A Release staff member recently visited
Younis in prison:

k Younis is about 40 years old, and father

of one daughter and three sons. When I

visited him it was heartbreaking to see him

in isolation and the conditions he has to

endure. He spends 22 hours a day in his

cell - and is allowed out to walk for just one

hour in the morning and one hour at night.
There was an empty cell next to his.

I asked the prison guard if 1 go could

go in there, to see what it was like to be

REMEMBER
THOSE IN PRISON......

With your help, Release supports Christians imprisoned for their
faith, and their families, around the world. The following updates
illustrate our commitment to help to meet the pastoral and
practical needs of our persecuted hrothers and sisters in Christ.

imprisoned. It was a terrible feeling and I
was ready to get out after just five minutes.

Although Younis is in prison and faces
many difficulties, I was inspired because
he is still strong in his faith. It was really
encouraging to see that he reads the Bible
and prays daily. He also writes Christian
poems. He prays for his family and showed
deep concern for his wife and children.

Younis told me that after the murder
of Christian Minorities Minister Shahbaz
Bhatti in March, he feels very insecure. He
says that anybody could kill him. However,
when one of the prison officers threatened
him, Younis replied with great courage: ‘I
fear only God, not man.

The water that Younis drinks is dirty,
so he now has a stomach problem. He has
complained to the prison management, and
asked for treatment, but they have ignored
him. I was pleased to be able to tell him that

Younis's wife Meena and their four children

many Christians in the UK are praying for
him, which encouraged him greatly.

Before I left, he sung to me one of the
poems he has written while in his death
row cell. This is the translation:

Twill dance with joy, I will dance and sing,
Twill celebrate happiness.

My faith is very strong, my eyes are fixed
upon the Lord Christ, He is glorious like God.

Twill tell this to all: He gave me salvation,
He is above all, He defeated death. 1 will
follow Him.

He keeps our trust unfailingly. His
kindness is upon us, He gave His life for us,
Twill sing songs of praise.

Younis has no fear of death. I work for
Christ, 1will die for Him, and 1 will rise from
the grave. 9

UZBEKISTAN

Dmitry (David)
Shesgkov

Dmitry was released on
January 21,2011, after
serving four years in
prison for ‘incitement

of national, racial and
religious enmity’ During
his imprisonment
Release and our partners provided pastoral
care and practical help, which continues
during his current year of ‘administrative
supervision’ (house arrest).

One partner reports:

k Ttook the digital blood pressure meter
and some medicines that David had
requested. Though David is still under
police surveillance and needs to report to
the police station three times a month, he
and his whole family managed to travel to
meet me.

14 RELEASE

David is slowly recovering from
depression relating to his four years in
prison. He was greatly encouraged by our
visit. In January he wasn't sure that he
would be released from prison as he was put
into solitary confinement for 15 days, exactly
21 days before his scheduled release.

It was freezing cold in his cell, and he
really thought that he was going to die.
Miraculously, he was released after just two
days, and when he returned to his cell, he
found that his fellow prisoners were already
dividing his clothes!

While in prison, David received
thousands of encouraging letters from
Christians all over the world, including
Release supporters. The prison guards
wondered how he knew so many people -
and even arranged for an interpreter to read
the encouraging texts to him.

As David is almost unable to do
anything in public for one year, due to
police surveillance, he told me that the Lord
has showed him to spend this time with his
family, and to build up their relationship
with Him. He asks us to pray that he will
clearly see the way forward that the Lord
has prepared for him. 1

FREE EMAIL ALERT

If you want to pray and take action
regularly for Christian prisoners of
faith, please sign up to receive our

free monthly email alert at www.
releaseinternational.org/signup, or
by calling our Supporter Relations
Team on 01689 823491.

release

PRISONERS



Ready for anythmg

Emma Dipper gets the latest news from former prisoner
of faith Eritrean gospel singer Helen Berhane.

any of us were extremely

disappointed not to be able to meet
the former prisoner of faith Helen Berhane
in person last autumn when she was
refused a visa to come and speak at many
events planned up and down the UK.

Helen is a gospel singer from Eritrea who
was imprisoned and severely tortured over
a period of two and a half years. She has
shared her powerful story in her book Sorng
of the Nightingale (available from Release for
£8 by calling 01689 823491).

Many readers tell of the significant
impact Helen's book has had on their lives,
helping them to pray and truly stand with
our sisters and brothers who continue to
face severe persecution inside Eritrea.

But how is Helen - now that she has
been married for a year and is continuing to
live in Denmark?

‘Tam still ready for anything!’ she says.
‘Even if | were to lose everything tomorrow,
all the comfort I have in Denmark, [ would
still follow Jesus. The Western church does
not make the most of its freedom. You have
religious freedom but you don't exercise it.

release

women

The Western church is not free — it is full of
fear. This needs to be overcome.

‘You need to be bold and understand that
as you share the Gospel some will accept it
and some will reject it. The Devil's work has
been to make Christians busy in the West.

Helen hardly mentions her health even
though it had been severely affected by her
treatment in prison. The only reminders are
aredundant wheelchair and set of crutches
in her garage. She simply does not need
them any more!

Helen never tires of speaking about her
beloved Eritrea and encouraging us to keep
remembering her nation and her friends
still in prison.

‘Eritrea is like Hell on earth,  she exclaims,
before specifically asking us to pray for the
families of those in prison, who also suffer
great hardship.

Often these families cannot afford to send
their children to school, and many struggle
to have enough to eat. She encourages
Christians in the UK to pray that the youth
would study well, find work and feel settled,
even though many try to leave Eritrea to
escape the forced military service.

Sources: Release International, Voice of the Martyrs USA.

Release Women hopes to send a small
group from the UK to visit Helen in Denmark.
If there is anything you would like us to ask
Helen on your behalf please let us know.
Send your questions to releasewomen@
releaseinternational.org and we will do our
best to ask her.

PLEASE PRAY

e for the work of partners supported by
Release. Many Christian families are being
supported by Release inside Eritrea, but
the needs have increased, especially since
December 2010 when many more pastors
were detained by the authorities.

that Christians in prison are able to be
overcomers in their situation and to keep
practising their faith.

for Ester, Helen'’s close friend, whom she
has not heard from since her release

from prison in 2006. Ester nursed Helen
when she was recovering from wounds
inflicted through torture, and Helen is still
concerned for her now.

that Helen will soon be reunited with her
husband Tesfaldet who is currently living
in the US.

THANK YOU FOR WRITING

Thank you to everyone who has urged

their MP to sign the Early Day Motion or

has contacted the Home Office in support

of Helen's application for a short stay visa

to visit the UK. While the Home Office has
not commented because of Data Protection
issues, your efforts have raised the profile of
her case considerably, and Helen's disclosure
authority is currently being sought to
overcome their objection to speaking about
her case.

Women’s conferences

Saturday, July 2
10am-3.30pm
Methodist Church,
Badminton Road,
Downend, Bristol
BS16 6NU Cost £5

Saturday, September 17 9.30am-12.30pm
First Presbyterian Church (Edenderry),
Portadown, N Ireland

Contact Sharon (077 4671 3455) or
Barbara (075 1116 4226) if you plan to
come or want more information

heart?heart

Saturday, September 24 [0am-3.30pm
Capel Y Groes, Bodhyfryd, Wrexham
LL12 7AG

For further information please call the
Release office on 01689 823491
or email info@releaseinternational.org

For women only
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

-

/

Yang Caizhen ¢

CHINA

Yang Caizhen

released due to
ill health

One of the ten house church Christians
sentenced in late 2009 to jail and labour
camp terms following government
suppression of a large house church
network in Linfen, Shanxi province,

has been released due to her seriously
deteriorating health, reports Release’s
partner China Aid.

Yang Caizhen, whose husband was
one of the senior leaders of the Linfen
church, was transferred in February from
a prison hospital to a local hospital where
test results showed her to be in seriously
declining health. Due to the high cost of
long-term hospital care at the prison’s
expense, the prison director decided to
release her into her family’s care. She is now
at home, being cared for by her mother,
brother and sister-in-law.

Yang, a former medical doctor, was
given a sentence of two years’ re-education
through labour' which she was serving at
the Shanxi Women’s Prison in the Province
capital of Taiyuan. She is the wife of Yang
Xuan, who has served as a pastor for the
churches in Linfen since 1994, shortly after
the churches split from the Government'’s
Three-Self Patriotic Movement (state-run
church).
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Read news ahout persecuted Christians on our wehsite
www.releaseinternational.org/news. Follow us on
cuuitter @Releaselnt www.twitter.com/releaseint
EI www.releaseinternational.org/facehook

Yang Caizhen's health problems no
doubt were related to the heavy work
schedule imposed on her in the labour
camp. She was forced to work every day
from 6am to 10 or 11pm, for which she
received the equivalent of £12 per month.

When she was released into her brother’s
care in May, she was suffering from a high
fever and liver inflammation, and was
barely able to speak. Doctors have said
that her condition was so serious that any
further delay in treatment might have
resulted in her death.

* Pray that Yang Caizhen makes a full
recovery. Pray too for the Linfen church
leaders who remain in detention.

NEPAL

Proposed criminal
code forbids
evangelism

Five years after it abolished Hinduism as
the state religion, Nepal is working on a
new criminal code forbidding a person from
one faith to ‘convert a person or abet him to
change his religion’.

Article 160 of the proposed code also
says no one will be allowed to do anything
or behave in any way that could cause a
person from a caste, community or creed to
lose faith in his/her traditional religion or
convert to a different religion. The proposal
would also prohibit conversion ‘by offering
inducements or without inducement’, and
preaching ‘a different religion or faith with
any other intent’.

If found guilty, offenders could be
imprisoned for a maximum of five years
and fined up to 50,000 Nepalese rupees
(£400). If the offender is a foreigner, he or
she would be deported within seven days of
completing the sentence.

Nepal's law and justice ministry, in
consultation with judges and legal officers,
drafted the new code that, once approved
by parliament, will make proclaiming
Christ a punishable offence. The Bill was
approved by the Council of Ministers and
then introduced in the parliament on
May 15.

* Please pray that the proposed criminal
code is not approved in its current form.

ERITREA
‘We will not forget’

Eritreans wearing masks were among the
100 protestors who braved torrential rain
to take part in a prayer vigil outside the
Eritrean Embassy in London on May 26.
Those who attended the vigil, which was
organised by eight Christian human rights
groups including Release International,
called for religious freedom and an end to
the torture of Christians for their faith.

Among the 100 were 20 demonstrators
who wore masks to show that they were
standing with the faceless believers of
Eritrea - who are regarded as enemies by
their country.

The downpour failed to dampen their
spirits - rather it strengthened their resolve:
‘Why does the Eritrean government ignore
us as we stand in the rain?” asked Release
International CEO Andy Dipper. ‘We stand
together for Christians who suffer. We will
not forget them, and God will not forget
them either.

Latest estimates put the number of
Christians imprisoned for their faith by
the single-party state at about 1,500. Many
believers are packed into steel shipping
containers, which become unbearably
hot by day yet freezing cold at night in
the African desert. Others are kept in
underground cells. Atleast 11 Christians
have died in custody.

See also Editorial.
¢ Ask God to strengthen all Eritrean
Christians imprisoned for their faith, and
their families, and ask that He will bring
just government to this repressed nation.




Cards for North Korean
defectors

A huge thank you to the many
supporters who responded to our
appeal for pictures to send to North
Korean defectors in the last edition
of Release.

We have received well in excess of 100
paintings and drawings, two of which
we reproduce here.

‘We are so impressed by the time and

effort that you have put into producing some outstanding pictures for our
Korean Christian brothers and sisters,” said Release CEO Andy Dipper.

‘I know it will mean a lot to them. When you’re struggling with life, as many
defectors are, just to know that somebody cares can bring real hope and
encouragement. Thank you so much.’

Contributors ranged from two-year-old members of a children’s church
group in Devon to septuagenarian Rose Graves who lives in South Wales.
Rose, who has only recently taken up painting, produced the picture of the
lily featured here.

Thank you again for a fantastic effort: the cards have now been forwarded to
Release’s partner in South Korea, and no more cards are needed.

TAKE-OFF: Supporter Phillip Scott

(pictured left) recently undertook

a sponsored bungee jump from

the 170-foot-tall Middlesbrough
Transporter Bridge to raise funds for
Release. ‘I would like to encourage
all Christians in the UK to step
outside their comfort zones,” said
Phillip, ‘and do something to support
Release International so that many,
many more Christians who suffer
persecution can get the support and
help they need.” If you'd like to do a
sponsored event to raise funds for
Release, we have plenty of ideas to
help you - please contact Paul on
01689 823491.

WANTED: YOUR OLD CAR

Do you own an old car that's merely gathering dust in the

GIVEACAR

for Release.

to cash for charities, including Release. They provide a free

service throughout the UK, and can arrange collection and salvage or disposal of your

vehicle, with a significant portion of the proceeds being donated to Release.
To arrange collection of a car, visit their website www.giveacar.co.uk or call 020
0011 1664, quoting Release International as your preferred charity.

garage? If so, your scrap vehicle could be used to raise funds

Giveacar specialises in converting unwanted and scrap cars

IRAN: Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi recently
acknowledged that government action
has been unable to stop the spread of
Christianity in Iran. His previous warning
that young people have been strongly
attracted to Christianity led to increasing
intimidation and arrests of Muslim-
background believers.

LAOS: L a0 and Vietnamese troops killed
four Christian women in front of their
families - amid an apparent crackdown
on ‘dissidents’. The Lao People’s Army,
supported by soldiers and secret

police from Vietnam, seized a group of
Hmong in Xiengkhouang Province and
confiscated their Bibles. Soldiers then
shot and killed four of the women, after
repeatedly raping two of them.

NIGERIA: A pastor who saw his wife and
three children murdered by extremists in
May says his loss has only strengthened
his faith in Christ. Pastor James Musa
Rike lost his wife, Dune, and three of his
five children when extremists attacked
his village in Bauchi state. Sixteen people
were killed in the raid on Kurum village,
in Bogoro local government area.

PAKISTAN: A rural church congregation
have forgiven a gang who attacked their
church after Release partners prompted
local Muslims to make a public apology.
Christians in the mainly Muslim village of
Lakho Ki, Lahore district, had been badly
shaken after an armed gang raided their
Presbyterian church and damaged its
contents. Muslim leaders also promised
there would be no further attacks.

SUDAN: Hawa Abdalla Muhammad Saleh
was arrested on May 9 in the Abu Shouk
camp for internally displaced people in
Al-Fashir. Authorities have accused her
of possessing and distributing Bibles to
others in the camp. Sources said she
could also be tried for apostasy, which
carries the death sentence in Sudan.

VIETNAM: Three Mennonite Christians
accused of ‘attempting to overthrow the
government’ are to go on trial. The three
have campaigned for land rights, and if
convicted may face a lengthy prison term
or the death sentence. Pastor Duong
Kim Khai, Tran Thi Thuy and Nguyen
Thanh Tam have been held since August
2010 without access to lawyers or their
families.
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voice of persecuted christians

Our ministry involves:
Showing God'’s compassion

providing for the needs of
the families of martyrs and
prisoners

Serving God's church
enabling them to survive
persecution and its effects

Sharing God's love

helping the persecuted church
bring to Christ those who are
opposed to the gospel

Spreading God's Word
supplying Bibles and

literature to meet the need
for growth and evangelism

Speaking as God’s
advocates

being the voice of the martyrs
and the oppressed

RELEASE SPEAKERS

Why not invite one of Release’s team
of development managers to speak
in your church or small group?
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Tel 01234 271855

South of England Tel 01689 823491
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Your prayers and gifts enahle Release to help
persecuted Christians in many different and
difficult situations around the world. These three
examples show how your support is having a real
impact on hoth individuals and communities.

COLOMBIA

Christian radio ministry
Funds allocated: £3,100

Release supports the

vital ministry of Colombia
Para Cristo (Colombia for
Christ) which broadcasts
the gospel and Christian
teaching to support pastors
and churches, especially in
areas under the control of
guerrillas and paramilitaries
(see feature pages 10-12).
These funds were used

to help towards the costs
of rebuilding a donated
transmitter, modifying the
antenna and paying the
necessary broadcast fees
during 2010-11.

PAKISTAN

Visiting Christian
prisoners and their
families

Funds allocated: £22,685

Release’s partner Sharing
Life Ministry Pakistan
(SLMP) visits ten prisons

in Punjab, encouraging
Christian prisoners, many of
whom have been imprisoned
unjustly, and provides

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

These are just three examples of the many dozens
of Release projects around the world which are
serving persecuted Christians in the name of Jesus.
Release is dependent on the faithful support of
individuals and churches in the UK and Ireland, and
currently we are not able to meet all the requests for help
that we receive from our Christian partners.

Will you please help us to do more?

You can stand with persecuted Christians by making a
financial donation using the back-page coupon, or by
calling our Supporter Relations Team on 01689 823491.

Thank you.

pastoral care for their families.
Christian prisoners often
endure poor conditions, forced
labour, and face discrimination
from prison staff and other
prisoners.

SLMP’s team of chaplains
share from the Bible, and
encourage spiritual growth
among the prisoners, many
of whom would otherwise feel
isolated and forgotten. As a
result of SLMP’s negotiations,
some of the prison authorities
have provided prayer rooms for
Christian prisoners.

One prisoner, Rashid,
said: ‘| am very pleased with
SLMP’s Bible course. It is
a great opportunity ... | am
very thankful for our spiritual
growth.’

Support for Christian
student

Funds allocated: £375

When ‘Miriam’, a student,
became a Christian her
Muslim family disowned her,
and her father refused to pay
her ongoing university fees.
Release’s partner Stefanos
Foundation came to her
assistance, and with the
support of friends and her
church, Miriam was able to
continue her studies and to
graduate from law school.

Now Miriam wants to use
her training in international
relations and human rights
to help individuals and
communities who are suffering
violence in central Nigeria.

‘| appreciate the love of Christ
shed abroad in the hearts of
many,” she says. Thank you
so much for your support and
encouragement.’



EDITORIAL

God is at work

The past few months
have been really
busy for me: meeting
persecuted Christians
in their homes and
churches around the
\ - Middle East and North
Africa; helping to train local Christian
leaders, and briefing the media and others
about religious liberties in Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

In the midst of all this activity, God has
been speaking to me and the staff team at
Release from Psalm 46. We may be familiar
with verse 10 (‘Be still, and know that Iam
God'), but perhaps don't often reflect on
the other verses.

Verses 2-3 refer to the earth giving way,
mountains falling into the sea, waters
roaring and foaming and the mountains
quaking. Today we see parallels in the light
of recent natural disasters — and should
persevere in prayer for the marginalised
and oppressed whose environment is so
fragile.

‘The nations are in an uproar, the
kingdoms totter; He utters His voice, the
earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge’

(vv 6-7 NRSV).

Verse 6 has echoes today in the Middle
East and North Africa. There has been such
political turmoil for Christians in Egypt,
Libya, Yemen and Syria in recent months
that they are praying fervently. Verse 7
reminds them (and us) that they are far
from alone. God is right there with them.

In this edition of Release magazine there
are incredible testimonies from Egypt
(page 4), China (page 6), Somalia (page 8),

of their suffering.

Colombia (page 10) and Pakistan and
Uzbekistan (page 14).

These are first-hand accounts of
Christian men and women who in the
midst of great trouble have known the
sustaining comfort of the living God.

We long to do more to help and
support these and so many other
precious brothers and sisters in Christ.
We have local church partners who
long for us to support them financially,
equipping them in their work to share
the love of Jesus.

Yet sadly resources are limited, and we
are finding it hard right now to support
this essential work. May I personally
ask you to consider prayerfully whether
you can further support our persecuted
brothers and sisters today? Please use the
back-page coupon - or call our Supporter
Relations Team on 01689 823491. They
would love to hear from you.

‘Be still, and know that Tam God! Tam
exalted among the nations, I am exalted
in the earth’ (v 10 NRSV)

Finally, I really encourage you to take
time over the summer to recharge your
batteries, spend time with God and do
come and visit us among the exhibition
stands at all the major Christian
conferences.

However you spend this summer, do
so in the assurance that God is alive and
active in our world today. He is indeed
exalted in all the earth!

A

Andy Dipper CEO

‘I have had moments of knowing the
victory of faith in prison. | have also had
moments of despair. | thank God for hoth.’

Pastor Richard Wurmbrand, founder of Release, who was imprisoned
for 14 years in communist Romania, writing in his book Sermons in
solitary confinement (1969). Pastor Wurmbrand, who was tortured for his
faith during his imprisonment, set up Release International in 1968 to
serve persecuted Christians and to make the church in the West aware

SOLIDARITY
FOR ERITREA

A fantastic sense of solidarity and
expectancy defined the mood of
the 100 people who braved the
torrential rain to protest against
the Eritrean Government's
ongoing imprisonment of
believers in that small East
African country.

Others, we know, who weren't
able to attend the prayer vigil
outside the Eritrean embassy in
London in May were still praying
for their persecuted brothers and
sisters. (The latest estimates put
prisoners of faith in Eritrea at
about 1,500.)

Solidarity, as Selam Kidane of
Release Eritrea said on the day,
is very important.

‘The Body of Christ coming
together in solidarity to pray for
those who suffer is what we are
called to do in Hebrews 13. We
Eritreans are glad that we have
brothers and sisters in the UK
who stand with us.’

FREE
CHRISTIANS

How privileged we are to be
able to stand with them. So thank
you to everyone, including a
number of Eritreans now living in
the UK, who gave up their time,
some travelling from as far away
as Scotland and Ireland, to join in
solidarity with the persecuted.

Not only has the number of
people attending the annual vigil
increased during the past nine
years, but during that period the
church in Eritrea has actually
grown! As an Eritrean who has
been tortured closed the vigil in
prayer, he reminded us that ‘our
prayers are not in vain’.

Please keep praying for the
Eritrean church. We will not
forget them - neither will God.
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‘I wish to thank
all my brothers and
sisters who prayed
for me while 1 was
imprisoned wcmmomoms

Shestakov who was released
from prison in January after
serving a four-year sentence.

Pastor Dmitry (David) Shestakov served four years in prison in Uzbekistan for so-called ‘illegal
religious activities’. In fact his ‘real’ crime was to be an active follower of Jesus.

Thanks to your help, Release and our partners were able to provide pastoral care and practical help

to Dmitry and his family throughout that period. And our support continues during his current year of
‘administrative supervision’ (house arrest).

Please help us to continue supporting persecuted Christians like Dmitry around the world - this vital
ministry depends on your ongoing prayers and gifts.

Through our international network of missions, Release International serves persecuted Christians in 30 countries around the world by
supporting pastors and Christian prisoners, and their families; supplying Christian literature and Bibles; and working for justice.

S

O VES I want to support persecuted Christians around the world. Please send me regular information.

|:| Here is my gift of £ to be used where most needed (please make cheques payable to Release International)

[ ] lam a UK tax payer and would like you to recover tax on my giving 9 O A

[ ] Please send me a standing order form so that | can give regularly

|:| I want to receive your regular email Prayer Alert (please give email address below)

A fortnightly postal summary is available for supporters without access to email at a suggested annual donation of £10 - please call our office

|:| Please arrange for a speaker to visit my church

|:| Please send me information about working as a church representative for Release

Title Name Date of birth (if under 18]
Address

Postcode
Tel no Email (please write clearly)

|:| Please tick if you are already on our mailing list. If not, please indicate how you received this magazine:

L] from a friend [] a church [please specify] []a meeting (please specify)

You may also give by debit or credit card by completing the details below, though our preference is for
cheques or standing orders due to higher bank charges for card transactions.

Name on card Signature

Name of card (please tick) Visa|:| MastercardD ElectronD CAF charitycardD MaestroD
CardNo. | | | [ JLLT I I JL L L JCL T ]
Start date|:“:|/|:||:| Expiry date|:“:|/|:||:| Issue No. DDD [Maestro only)

www.releaseinternational.org rEIease
Release International, PO Box 54, Orpington BR5 9RT

Tel: 01689 823491 Email: info@releaseinternational.org . internationfl .
Registered Charity 280577 voice of persecuted christians
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